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AMERICAN CHEMICAL SERVICES NPL SITE 
GRIFFITH, INDIANA 
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SITE SUMMARY AS OF June 26, 1990 

srm HIS'IQRX 

'lhe American Olemical Services NPL site was listed oo the Natiaal Priorities List 
(NPL) in Sept:euber 1984. 'lhe N:::S site o.xrt:ains a rurrentl.y qeratil'g facility \ohlch 
acx::epts h.azal:dals materials, primarily spent solvents, for distillatioo am eventual 
resale. 'nle q:era.t.irg facility, operates t.n:Jer an "interilll status" permit issued 
urrler the RCRA program an:l is seek.i.rq a full operatin;J pennit urxJer RCRA. 'lbe N:::S 
site is o "losed of three lan:lfilled areas: the "oo-site ocnta.i.nnent area": the "off­
site c:x:t'ltainnent area": an:l the city of Griffith m.micipal landfill. '1he two 
oontainment areas OCI1tain I'J.liDer0.1S blried drums am sl~ fran N:S qleratialS fran 
1955 rmti1 1975. '!he city of Griffith landfill was used by N:S for disposal of varicus 
hazardals substances. other areas at the site inclu:Je the Kapica Drum area (lCXBted 
~ide the operatil'g portioo of the facility) am a blried still bottaDs pcn:i 
(located inside the qerati.n:J facility),. Kapica Drum encatpaSSeS aw:raximately two 

_____ acres an:l formerly hoosed a drum recla.ilni.n; operatioo. A cx:n;ent order to perfonn a 
RifFS was signed by aw:raximately 150 former custaners of ACS as pot:enti.ally 
responsible parties (PRPs) oo June 28, 1988. Site 'WOrk began in late June 1989. 'lhe 
USEPA recently issued a cxmplaint against N:.S, which resulted in a o:nsent Decl:ee 
orderin;J ACS to either CXIlply with :RCRA finan::ial assuraooe regulatialS by early 
Septelrber 1990, or close the facility. 

Rlase I of the RI was c:x::mpletecl in early [)ecertler 1989, with the sutmi.ttal of 
t.edm:ical memorama to USEPA by the PRPs OCI'ltractor. Ehase I results shewed highly 
contaminated soils in the Kapica Drum area, highly contaminated groorxiwater 
umerlyin;J mst areas of the site, an:l large volumes of h.azal:dals waste materials 
within the oo-site an:l off-site oontainment areas. Rlase II of the RI is near 
o::trpletion at the present time. :Rlase II ocn::l911tra.ted oo det:ermi.nin;J the extent of 
~ter cont.aminatioo, sanplin;J of residential 'Wells, delineat.irg the volume of 
nighly toxic h.azal:dals substances in the waste blrial areas (e.g., PCBs), delineatin} 

~site wetlams, delineatirg sedinent an:l surface water ocntaminatioo, an:l the extent of 
waste hlrial. 
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large tracts of wetl.arm l:xlmer the site to the llleSt, scuthwest, nlrth, an::l east. 
Serl~.nt sanples have been taken to assess the illpact the site has had oo these areas. 
Gra.lrdwater is heavily contaminated with benzene, xylene and toluene, lesser 
CXll'nmtrated substances ircl.l.de methylene dlloride, varicus semi-volatile cx:mp:::uDs 
and trace PCBs near ooe sooroe area. Groun:lwater B{Pears to disdlarge to nearlJy 
wetlan:l areas blt the iDpact of this disdlarge is oot yet koown, due to the 
unavailability of data. A lower aquifer may also be illpacted, however, no data is yet 
available. Residences near the site may be affected by contaminated groorxiwater. 

PBOIWED SQIEWIE 

'lhe RI report is due to USEPA 5ept:.elrber 7 I 1990. 'lhe FS report is due to mEPA by 
mid-July 1991. A Reooid of Decisioo has been scheduled for the end of June 1992. 
All dates are g••xa1Uy project"ffi am do not acca.mt fgr lDlfw; ees& site gmlex;ities. 
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U.S. EPA REGION V 
Office of Superfund 

TELEFAX COMMUNICATION 
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Call _(j>!c(-) 8??o- SJI£ for retransmission. 
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